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The Secretary read the following communication from Sir 
William Betham, on a leaden seal of Herbert de la Mara, now 
preserved in the Museum of the Academy : 

" This is a singular matrix, inasmuch as lead is a very 
unusual material for a seal of any age, but especially of the 
antiquity I take this to be. 

" Considering the material of which it is made, it is very 
perfect. Herbert is in armour on horseback, in full gallop, as 
princes and great nobles of that day were represented ; on his 
left arm is the triangular shield of the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries ; in his right, which is extended, is something like 
a short club or mace. The bit of the bridle is very long and 
severe. Round the circle is the following inscription : 

+ SIGILLVM: H€R€€B€RTI D€LAMARA. 

" When Mr. Underwood first produced this seal to me, I 
considered that it was the seal of Herbert Delamare, who lived 
in the reign of Edward III. ; at the same time, I thought the 
shield indicated a higher antiquity, and further investigation 
convinced me it was of the end of the twelfth or beginning 
of the thirteenth century. 

" In a MS. in my possession I find the following notes 
respecting the Delamares : 

" ' Richard Delamara was witness to a charter of William 
Rufus to the monastery of Bermondsey. 

" ' Henry Delamare was huntsman to the King, 5 Ste- 
phen. 

" ' Richard Delamare, said to be son of Henry, was she- 
riff of Oxfordshire, 34 Hen. II., and of Oxford and Bucks, 
1 & 2 Ric. I. 

" ' Geoffrey Delamare had lands in Berkshire, 10 John. 

" ' John Delamare, his grandson, was knighted 34 Edw. I., 
and summoned to the Parliament of England 6th February, 
34 Edw. I. (1305), as Baron Delamare.' 
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" The name is evidently French, but as I do not find it in 
Battle Abbey Roll, or in Brampton's List, I should suppose 
the first who came to England must have followed the Con- 
queror after he was settled as King of England, or in the 
reign of William Rufus. 

" In another MS. in my possession I find the following 
passage, which I consider refers to the possessor of this 
seal: 

" * Herbert Delamare, of Norman French extraction, and 
a leading man, came to Ireland on the first invasion thereof 
by the English (with Hugh de Lacy, who obtained the grant 
of the kingdom of Meath from King Henry II., to be held in 
as ample a manner as O'Melaghlin held it ; in fact the King 
granted him an honour, or Palatinate, as ample as it could be 
granted: the words are ii quod ibi habeo vel Mi dare possum.") 
He obtained ample grants of great possessions in the western 
parts of Meath, of which he was made governor, and from him 
all the Delamers of Ireland were descended. From him this 
family were called by the Irish Mac Erbert. 

" ' William Delamer, son of Herbert, lived in the reign 
of Henry the Third, and founded and endowed the Abbey of 
Multifernam. 

" ' John Delamer, a powerful nobleman, built the strong 
castle of Maghbreacy, in the country of Annaly, now called 
the county of Longford, and made it his chief seat in 1294, 
which it continued until the family were deprived of their es- 
tates by Cromwell. In that year he joined John Fitzgerald, 
Baron of Ophaley, against Richard De Burgo, Earl of Ulster, 
and took him prisoner, and confined him in the Castle of Leix. 
This John was slain by the O'Ferralls of Annaly. 

" ' Sir William Delamare, of Herbertstown, in the County 
of Meath, was living in 1322, and was married to a lady named 
Margery, and was father of 

" ' Herbert Delamare, who entered into recognizance for 
the fealty of all his clan, 1347 ; his son was 
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" 'John Delamare, of Herbertstown, was living in 1354, 
whose eldest son, William, died before his father, leaving a 
son, 

" ' John Delamare, of Herbertstown, who succeeded his 
grandfather, and was living 11 Richard II., 1387. 

" ' Herbert Delamare, of Herbertstown, was living 1419, 
and was father of two sons, — Meyler, who left a son, Herbert, 
who left a son, Herbert, who died 10th November, 1580, with- 
out issue ; — and Walter, who was father of Theobald, whose 
son, Walter, succeeded to the estate on the death of Herbert, 
and died 1613, and was succeeded by his grandson, Richard, 
who was twenty-six years of age, in 1613.' " 



A note by the Rev. Charles Graves was read, " on the 
Solution of linear differential Equations, and other Equations 
of the same kind, by the Separation of Symbols." 

Mr. Graves gives two distinct developments, which furnish 
solutions of the linear differential equations of the nth order. 
The terms of one of these developments are obtained by suc- 
cessive quadratures ; and the solution so arrived at is the gene- 
ral solution of the proposed equation, containing n arbitrary 
constants. 

All the terms of the other development are obtained by 
mere differentiation ; but the solution itself is only a particu- 
lar integral. 

The solution of the linear differential equation of the se- 
cond order may be obtained in a sufficiently simple form by 
this method, which applies itself with peculiar facility to the 
treatment of equations of differences. 



Rev. George Salmon read a note "on the Generation of 
Surfaces of the Second Degree." 

" Mr. Ingram having, at a late Meeting of the Academy, 
alluded to a mode of generating surfaces of the second degree 
which I obtained a few years ago, I wish to state the method 



